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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Fragrance can change what people perceive, but
fragrance alone does not prove that the original
odor compounds were removed.
Fragrance introduces additional volatile compounds. It may mask, blend with or change perception of malodor while the original
source remains.

Odor neutralization may involve absorption, adsorption or transformation. Those mechanisms are different from adding scent and
must be evaluated under relevant conditions.

Cats experience scent differently from people. Veterinary guidance generally favors unscented litter and notes that some cats
dislike aromatic litter or deodorizers.

BOTTOM LINE   Explain the mechanism, state the conditions and reserve finished-product performance claims for relevant testing.
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FOUNDATIONS
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What matters first

MASKING

A fragrance competes with or covers malodor in perception.

ABSORPTION

A material takes liquid or compounds into its bulk.

ADSORPTION

Molecules accumulate on a material surface.

TRANSFORMATION

A reaction changes a selected compound; proof needs defined conditions and endpoints.
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DECISION PATHWAY
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A practical decision pathway

1 REMOVE SOURCE

Scoop and clean >
2 IDENTIFY CLAIM

Mask, capture or
transform?

>
3 CHECK EVIDENCE

Method and conditions >
4 OBSERVE CAT

Maintain normal use

A complete system manages the source first, then uses materials and products for clearly defined supporting roles.
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EVIDENCE FOR THIS QUESTION
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How fragrance and true odor control
differ

DEFENSIBLE

Fragrance and odor removal are not scientifically equivalent.

QUALIFIED

Absorption, adsorption or transformation may reduce selected compounds under suitable conditions.

NEEDS TESTING

A finished product neutralizes a stated percentage or remains effective for a stated time.

NOT DEFENSIBLE

If a person smells fragrance, the original odor source has been eliminated.
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PRACTICAL GUIDANCE
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What to do in practice

1 Prefer a clear explanation of mechanism over unsupported words such as destroys or eliminates.

2 Choose the least intrusive scent level compatible with normal litter-box use.

3 Do not use added fragrance as a substitute for scooping, washing or ventilation.

4 Stop a change and reassess if the cat avoids the box or elimination behavior changes.
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PUBLICATION-SPECIFIC CLAIM BOUNDARIES
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Language that keeps scent claims
scientifically clear

SAFE TO SAY Fragrance can change odor perception; it is not scientific proof that the source compound was removed.

DISTINGUISH THE MECHANISM Absorption, adsorption or transformation may reduce selected compounds under suitable conditions.

ACCOUNT FOR THE CAT A scent pleasant to a person may still be intrusive or unacceptable to an individual cat.

DO NOT SAY Smelling fragrance means the litter-box odor source has been eliminated.
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COMPLETE LITTER ENVIRONMENT
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The material supports the routine

SOURCE CONTROL

Scoop promptly and remove
spent litter according to the
household routine.

SURFACE CARE

Wash, rinse, inspect and
dry the box. No material is
self-cleaning or
self-disinfecting.

CAT ACCEPTANCE

Preserve usable size, safe
entry, preferred litter and
normal access.

ROOM AIR

Use sensible airflow and
filtration as supporting
measures, not substitutes
for cleaning.

A sudden change in litter-box use can have medical or behavioral causes and warrants veterinary attention.
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CONCLUSION
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Fragrance can change what people
perceive, but fragrance alone does not
prove that the original odor compounds
were removed.

THE CELESTEPAWS STANDARD

Knowledge before products. State advantages clearly,
identify limitations honestly and help readers make a
sound decision even if they never purchase.
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